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SOCIAL SCIENCE   (SOCSC)

DIVISION:	 Social Sciences
DIVISION CHAIR:	 Dr. Alan Chandler
PHONE:	 408-855-5258
COUNSELING:	 408-855-5030

The Social Science major offers a broad, multi-disciplined program of study, enabling 
people to pursue a career and their interest in human affairs systematically and 
without the usual constraints imposed by the single-discipline major.

For those planning to transfer to a 4-year institution, the program is designed to 
give students the opportunity to earn an Associate Degree while completing the 
required transfer general education classes.  In addition, for students planning 
to major in one of the social and behavioral sciences, the degree can provide a 
strong foundation in your major, usually filling the required lower-division courses 
in a particular major.

For those not planning to transfer to another institution, the major does not lock a 
student into a specific career or profession, but instead allows a student several 
career options.  

The major requires a minimum of 18 units taken from the categories listed below, 
in addition to the college's general education requirements.

Student Learning Outcomes
Graduates from the Social Science program will possess an increased understanding 
of the world’s social, political, economic and natural systems and an appreciation 
of the diversity of human culture which in turn will enable them to better work in 
the global economy, live in a multicultural society and make intelligent decision as 
global citizens.
Through the subject matter and activities presented in each course, graduates from 
the Social Science program will be able to:
Analyze major global challenges superseding the diverse traditions, values and 
practices in existence
Identify varying worldviews on the same issues and occurrences
Differentiate multiple perspectives affecting behaviors and decisions
Explain how/why the environmental well-being of the world demands personal and 
collective responsibility at both the local and global levels
Describe core civic values which generate socially responsible behavior at both 
local and global levels
Explain the interconnectedness of global decisions and events
Analyze the interdependence among people, groups, societies, governments, and 
nations in finding solutions to current global problems and conflicts
Student ability to analyze, synthesize and evaluate current world events, conditions 
and issues will be assessed through quizzes and exams, participation in discussions 
and activities, and term papers and/or projects.

A.A. Degree:
•   Social Sciences

Departments:
•   Anthropology	 •   Economics	 •   Geography	
•   Global Studies	 •   History	 •   Philosophy	
•   Political Science	 •   Psychology	 •   Sociology	

Career Options:
•   Community Advisor	 •   Community Relations
•   Computer Programmer	 •   Corrections Officer
•   Counselor	 •   Reporter		
•   Criminal Justice Administration	 •   Editor
•   Educational Administrator	 •   Environmental Analyst
•   Financial Analyst	 •   Gerontologist
•   Health Care Administrator	 •   Lawyer
•   Lobbyist	 •   Peace Officer
•   Personnel Recruiter	 •   Probation Officer
•   Programmer Evaluator	 •   Public Relations Officer
•   Research Analyst	 •   Sales Representative
•   Social Program Administrator	 •   Social Worker
•   Special Education	 •   Teacher
•   Public Service Professional	 •   Manager
		   -Civil Rights 	     -Housing
		   -Community Development	     -Insurance
		   -Employment Resources	     -Office
		   -Labor Relations	     -Planning
Some career choices may require courses beyond the Associate Degree.

Highlights:
•   Experienced instructors and convenient classes.
•   Fill your General Education Requirements.
•   Hone your writing and analytical skills.
•   Deepen your understanding of American society and the global community.

Schedule Matrix:
COURSE	 FALL	 SPRING	 SUMMER	 WEEKEND
socSC 032	e	e 
socSC 061	d	  E	 D
D= Day classes;   E= evening classes

Social Science - A.A. Degree 
Select five courses from the following:     	 Units
ANTHR 003.......... Introduction to Cultural Anthropology.............................3.0
ECON 001A.......... Principles of Macroeconomics.......................................3.0
GEOG 002............ Introduction to Cultural Geography................................3.0
HIST 004A............ History of Western Civilization.......................................3.0
HIST 017A............ United States History.....................................................3.0	
POLIT 001............ American Government...................................................3.0	
PSYCH 001.......... General Psychology.......................................................3.0
SOC 001............... Introduction to Sociology................................................3.0

Plus one course from the following:         	 Units
Anthr 001.......... Physical Anthropology....................................................3.0
ANTHR 003.......... Introduction to Cultural Anthropology.............................3.0
Econ 001AB....... Principles of Macro/Microeconomics....................3.0 each
Geog 002............ Introduction to Cultural Geography................................3.0
Hist 004AB.......... History of Western Civilization..............................3.0 each
Hist 006.............. History of the Middle East..............................................3.0
Hist 017AB.......... United States History............................................3.0 each
HIST  018............. Introduction to Latin American History...........................3.0
Hist 020.............. History & Geography of California.................................3.0
Polit 001............ American Government...................................................3.0
Polit 002............ Comparative Government..............................................3.0
Polit 004............ International Relations...................................................3.0
Polit 006............ Politics of Race, Class and Gender...............................3.0
POLIT 010............ Introduction to Law and the Legal System.....................3.0
Psych 001.......... General Psychology.......................................................3.0
Psych 012.......... Human Growth & Development.....................................3.0
Psych 025.......... Introduction to Abnormal Psychology.............................3.0
Psych 030.......... Psychology of Addiction and Substance Abuse.............3.0
Psych 033.......... Psychology of Personal Growth.....................................3.0
Psych 040.......... Environmental Psychology.............................................3.0
Soc 001............... Introduction to Sociology................................................3.0
Soc 002............... Social Problems.............................................................3.0
Soc 021............... Sociology of Minorities  in the United States..................3.0
Soc 024............... Social Aspect of Aging...................................................3.0
Soc 040............... Marriage and Family......................................................3.0
Soc 045............... Sociology of Human Sexuality.......................................3.0
SOC 046............... Marriage Customs and Sexual Behaviors......................3.0
SoCSc/GLOBL 1  Global Perspectives......................................................3.0
SoCSc/GLOBL 2  Global Issues................................................................3.0
091,092,093......... Directed Studies in Economics, History, Political 

Science, Psychology or Sociology........................3.0 max.
Total Program A.A.  Requirements........................................................18.0

(See appropriate department for information on specific courses)
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001 • GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES 	 3.0 units
Total Lecture 54.4 hours
Acceptable for credit: University of California, California State University
This course introduces the student to the study of global systems and their 
interdependence. The class discusses the origins and growth of cultural 
values and technological, political, economic and environmental systems. The 
students compare and contrast basic world views inherent in these systems 
as they impact themselves and others as global citizens. This course is also 
listed as GLOBL 001. This course may also be offered via distance learning. 
Pass/No Pass Option.

002 • GLOBAL ISSUES  	 3.0 units
Total Lecture 54.4 hours
Acceptable for credit: University of California, California State University
This course presents an interdisciplinary approach to studying the origins, 
current dilemmas, and future trends of major issues confronting the global 
community, such as energy and resource depletion, food and population, war 
and terrorism, nuclear arms, human rights, economic interdependence and 
international inequality. This course is also listed as GLOBL 002. This course 
may also be offered via distance learning. Pass/No Pass Option.

003 • INTRODUCTION TO PEACE STUDIES	 3.0 units
Total Lecture 54.4 hours
Advisory: SOCSC 001 or SOCSC 002
Acceptable for credit: University of California, California State University
Peace Studies introduces the concept of peace to students as something 
other than the absence of war. Various factors associated with the presence or 
absence of peace are explored in an attempt to identify the meaning of peace 
and, ultimately, to determine whether it is possible to attain lasting peace. This 
course may also be offered by telecourse/online. Pass/No Pass Option.

004 • THE DEVELOPING WORLD	 3.0 units
Total Lecture 54.4 hours
Advisory: SOCSC 001 or SOCSC 002
Acceptable for credit: University of California, California State University
This course presents an interdisciplinary approach to studying the various 
aspects of development among third world nations. It includes a historical 
analysis of the underdeveloped regions of the world, as well as a current 
analysis of issues such as the development of infrastructure, political stability 
and instability, the development, acquisition and use of new technologies, 
resolving ethnic conflicts, managing environmental problems and establishing 
new roles in a global economy. This course may also be offered by telecourse/
online. Pass/No Pass Option.

005 • GLOBAL FOCUS	 3.0 units
Total Lecture 54.4 hours
Advisory: SOCSC 001, SOCSC 002 and 1-year study of foreign 
 language of target country
Acceptable for credit: University of California, California State University
Students in this class will study, compare, and contrast the values, beliefs, 
behaviors, systems and cultures of the US with those of at least one other country. 
The in-country part of the course concentrates on discovering and defining what 
it means to be “American.” Students will then undergo intensive immersion in 
a foreign culture to learn about similarities and differences in perspectives, 
values, beliefs, systems, and behaviors. In so doing, students will develop a 
better understanding of who they are as well as of the interdependence and 
interrelatedness of the world’s many cultures. Pass/No Pass Option.

006 • THE GLOBAL ECONOMY	 3.0 units
Total Lecture 54.4 hours
Acceptable for credit: University of California, California State University
This course examines the core concepts and prominent forces of international 
economics and the relationships of nations and their economic policies. Opinions 
and viewpoints from a range of individuals in the private and public sector from 
around the globe will be presented to expand insight into the increasing economic 
interdependence of nations. This course may also be offered by telecourse/
online. Pass/No Pass Option.

022 • RESEARCH METHODS IN SOCIAL SCIENCES	 3.0 units
Total Lecture 54.4 hours
Advisory:  Eligibility for MATH 000C
Acceptable for credit: University of California, California State University
Students will use and evaluate the scientific method in Social Science Research. 
This course will provide an overview and practical applications of research 
methodology, including literature search, development of hypotheses, and 
research design.  Students will examine the differences between quantitative 
and qualitative methods and will design a research project.  Issues covered will 
include interviewing, participant observation, field observation, field experiments, 
ethics of social sciences research, and historical comparative method.  The 
use of statistics in the analysis of data and the use of computer applications 
in research methods will be included.  This course may also be offered via 
distance learning. Grade Only.

032 • INTRODUCTION TO COMMUNITY SERVICE	 2.0 units
Total Lecture 36.8 hours
Advisory:  SOC 001 or SOC 002
Corequisite:  WRKEX 201A
Acceptable for credit: California State University
This course is an introduction to Community Service, including lectures that 
cover the basic concepts and the needs for community service.  Students are 
introduced to various organizations that provide community services. Students 
are required to do community service work, including on-the-job training within 
agencies providing community services, and to provide documentation and 
reports to the instructor.  This course may also be offered by telecourse/online. 
Pass/No Pass Option.

033 • INTERMEDIATE COMMUNITY SERVICE	 2.0 units
Total Lecture 36.8 hours
Advisory:  SOC 001 or SOC 002
Prerequisite:  SOCSC 032
Corequisite:  WRKEX 201B
Acceptable for credit: California State University
This course is a continuation of SOCSC 032, Introduction to Community Service.  
In this course the student continues to work at a community service agency at 
a higher level of knowledge or responsibility. This course includes lectures that 
cover the appropriate level of service. Students will provide documentation and 
reports to the instructor. This course may also be offered by telecourse/online. 
Pass/No Pass Option.

034 • ADVANCED COMMUNITY SERVICE	 2.0 units
Total Lecture 36.8 hours
Advisory:  SOC 001 or SOC 002
Prerequisite:  SOCSC 033
Corequisite:  WRKEX 201C
Acceptable for credit: California State University
This course is a continuation of SOCSC 033, Intermediate Community Service.  
In this course the student continues to work at a community service agency at 
a higher level of knowledge or responsibility. This course includes lectures that 
cover the appropriate level of service. Students will provide documentation and 
reports to the instructor. This course may also be offered by telecourse/online. 
Pass/No Pass Option.

035 • INTERNSHIP IN COMMUNITY SERVICE	 2.0 units
Total Lecture 36.8 hours
Advisory:  SOC 001 or SOC 002
Prerequisite:  SOCSC 034
Corequisite:  WRKEX 201D
Acceptable for credit: California State University
This course is a continuation of SOCSC 034, Advanced Community Service.  In 
this course the student works at a community service agency at the level of a 
regular employee. This course includes lectures that cover the appropriate level 
of service. Students will provide documentation and reports to the instructor. This 
course may also be offered by telecourse/online. Pass/No Pass Option.
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061 • BASICS OF HUMAN SERVICES	 3.0 units
Total Lecture 54.4 hours
Acceptable for credit:   California State University
This course is an overview of the field of Human Services intended for students 
who will complete a Certificate or major in Human Services, as well as for students 
who transfer into a four-year program in Human Services, Community Services, 
or Social Work.  The course examines the sociological and psychological aspects 
of human services, with emphasis on understanding programs that assist persons 
going from unemployment to independence in U.S. society at this time.  Specific 
attention is given to welfare and rehabilitation clients going into employment, 
and to working with clients who have special issues such as drug/alcohol abuse, 
domestic violence, HIV, disabilities, and mental illness. Also covered are principles 
and issues of case management, psychological assessment, family dynamics 
and treatment planning. Pass/No Pass Option.

066A • FAMILY SERVICES A	 3.0 units
Total Lecture 54.4 hours
Advisory:   MATH 902
Corequisite:  WRKEX 202A
Acceptable for credit:   California State University
This course provides students with skills as family workers to help families achieve 
self-reliance, balance work and personal life, develop communication skills within 
family relationships, and build cultural competency with family and coworkers. 
Students will develop skills in family assessment and in helping families to set 
and reach goals.  This course emphasizes the role of social service workers, 
social workers, and others who work with families.  Students will be required 
to do field work, in which they gain experience by working under supervision 
with professionals in these professions. This course may also be offered by via 
distance learning.  Grade Only.

066B • FAMILY SERVICES B	 3.0 units
Total Lecture 54.4 hours
Advisory:   MATH 902
Prerequisite:   SOCSC 066A
Corequisite:  WRKEX 202B
Acceptable for credit:   California State University
This course provides students with skills as family workers to help families 
achieve access to specialized services, develop techniques for home visits, 
develop facilitation skills, utilize collaboration with other agencies. This course 
may also be offered via distance learning.  Grade Only.

SOCIOLOGY   (SOC)

DIVISION:	 Social Sciences
DEPARTMENT:	 Sociology
DEPT CHAIR:	 Ruth Laird
PHONE:	 408-855-5186
COUNSELING:	 408-855-5030
Mission College offers basic lower division courses in Sociology.  Sociology provides 
a foundation for understanding many aspects of the social sciences, and assists 
students in comprehending other behavioral sciences.

Sociology offers a basic understanding of how people relate to one another,  the 
types of relationships people form, and various aspects and difficulties of such 
relationships.
Student Learning Outcomes:
The Department of Sociology is designed to further the goals of Mission College 
to provide students a learning experience which will meet their lifelong educational 
needs and enhance their abilities to live and work in a diverse society.

The specific learning outcomes and objectives of the Department is to provide 
students with the ability to:
•   Understand and utilize the basic principles and points of view of sociology, 

which will allow the students to gain insight into the behavior of people 
functioning in social groups.

•   Understand and better function within social institutions.
•   Gain insight into formal and informal social groups.
•   Gain insight into the formal and informal rules of social behavior.
•   Understand social customs and social interactions within specific groups, and 

in specific social situations, such as:
	 Marriage
	 Families
	 Sexual relationships
	 Minority and racial relationships
	 Acculturation of immigrant and sub-dominant groups
	 Religious institutions and belief groups
	 Problematic behaviors, such as injustice and criminal behavior
	 Changes in social situations that come with aging

•   Understand global perspectives that affect the United States society
•   Have an opportunity to experience community service in the format of “social 

field work.”
•   Attaining educational goals of:
		  Pursuing general education
		  Transferring to four-year schools
		  Completing career goals in vocational programs
Career Options:
•   Sociologist	 •   Social Worker	
•   Instructor	 •   Foster Care Worker	
•   Probation Officer	 •   Urban Planner
•   Demography Analyst	 •   Employment Counselor	
•   Advocate for endangered children	 •   Advocate for disabled adults
•   Advocate for disadvantaged elderly

Some career options may require work beyond two years of college work.

Schedule Matrix:
COURSE	 FALL	 SPRING	 SUMMER	 WEEKEND
soc 001	d ,e	 DE	d	x  ,tv
soc 002	d ,e	 DE	d	x  ,tv
soc 021	e	e	d   TV	tv
soc 024	e			x    ,tv
soc 038		e		  
soc 039A			   D		
soc 039B			   D	
soc 040	d	e	d	tv   
soc 043	e	e		tv   
soc 045	d ,e	d ,e	e
soc 046	e
soc 047	d	  E	 D	 TV
D= Day classes; E= evening classes; tv= television; 
X= Weekend

SOCIAL SCIENCE • SOCIOLOGY


