
Mission Employeeõs Recognition Celebration! 

WACAC was Fabulous! 
Much thanks again this year to 
Susan Monahan and her crew for 
bringing in 3,200 attendees and for 
receiving excellent evaluations!  
(Western Association of College 
Admissions Counselors). 
Susan reports that they loved the 
food; the ñpaw printsò that led 
them to the Gym and the hospitali-
ty students who assisted the reps 
from the parking lots.  My Loi and 
Lorena Carrasco were phenome-
nal! 
Tim Karas, My Loi and Kurt Hib-
ner made the Gym look great!  
Randy Wu and Robert Guest took 
charge of the computer set up.  
Everyone was very pleased! 
Thanks to everyone for all your 
support and efforts on behalf of 
this event!   

*** 

Kudos to Steve Lipman for anoth-
er successful round of Speech Tour-
naments this Spring 2013. 

Steve reports that ñunexpectedly, 
most of the registered speech tour-
nament participants showed up 
this timeðover 90 student speakers 
and not enough rooms and they 
ran out of judges!ò  Fortunately, 
their backup system was in place 
and they were able to provide 
space and extra judges (his two 
dogs and someoneôs baby sister) to 
ensure that all students could 
participate!  ñThe entire tourna-

ment was conducted in strict com-
pliance with Murphyôs Law and the 
Law of Entropy, with minimal in-
trusions of order or efficiencyò, 
reported Steve. 

A great time was had by all and it 
makes such a difference to the stu-
dents by increasing their confidence 
levels and spirits!  Thanks Steve, 
good job! 
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Upcoming Events:  

 

§ Sat., May 11 ð Fri., May17ñ

Dead WeekñNo activities 

on campus  

§ Sat., May 18ñFri., May 24ñ

FINALS WEEK 

§ Fri., May 24ñ6ñ8 pmñ

Mission College Com-

mencement ñMission Col-

lege Gymnasium  

§ Mon., May 27ñMEMORIAL 

DAY HOLIDAYñCampus 

Closed 

§ Mon., June 3ñFIRST DAY 

SUMMER SESSION 

§ Wed., Aug. 20 and Thur., 

Aug. 21ñNew Faculty De-

velopment Days (details 

tba)  

§ Fri., Aug. 22ñAll Staff/

Faculty Development Day 

(details tba)  

§ Sat., Aug 23ñFIRST DAY OF 

FALL SEMESTER 
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The Annual Employee Recognition & Retirement Celebration was held on Friday, May 17, 2013 
at the Campus Center at West Valley College.   A light dinner buffet and no host bar was served.  
West Valley College, District Employees and Mission College Employees were honored for their 
years of service and dedication to the Mission of the WVMCCD.  Below is a list of the Mission 
College Employees  being recognized this year. 

Retirees being honored at this yearôs event: 

Amber delos Reyes,  Betty Ensminger, Tat Fong,  Minda Kraines, Carolyn Kuri,  

Margaret (Peggy) Messerschmidt,  

Helen Ostrander, Candace Temple, Cindy Vinson, and Barbara Weigel 

Long-term employees being honored at this yearôs event: 

35 YEARS:  Gregory Mostyn 

30 YEARS:  Mike Fee 

25 YEARS:  Jeffrey Nelson,  

20 YEARS:  Leticia Hernandez, Mina Jahanshahi,  

Employees with 5, 10, or 15 years of service being honored at this yearôs event: 

15 YEARS:   Jonathan Brennan, Josephine (Hozi) Guanzon-Ringor, Donnelle McGee 

10 YEARS:  Mary Ashley, Peggy Ashford, Carol Brockmeier, Christine Flores, Thuy Foot, Luis Gutierrez,  
Renee Ruzicka,  

5 YEARS:  Christopher Bibat,  Rene Dwyer, Patricia Egusa,  Rita Grogan, Barbara McMahon,  Daniel Peck, 
Kena Rogers, Nanette Wylde 

Best Wishes on your Retirement ! 

Congratulations on your Longevity with Mission College! 

KUDOS 
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Economic Development and Sustainability ñLEED Status for Hospitality 

Management  

 

Community Life, Outreach and Marketing ñ Best of the Best 2013 ñSanta 

Clara Weekly  - by Linda Angelotti  

Curriculum and Program Improvement   ñ  Reading Apprenticeship Project 

Campus Team Scholarship Application  
 

 

Mission 
kƶŴŴ±ô±̃ȡ íĜȉȡȺ 
priorities are 

student 
learning and 

success   
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Emphasize student 
learning, and foster 

instructional 
excellence.  

Create high quality, 

welcoming facilities 

that promote the 

programs of Mission  

College  

disciplinary faculty have applied 
for the scholarship to raise our 
ability to increase the transition, 
progression, transfer and gradua-
tion rates of AANAPISI students 
at Mission College. 
We hope to be able to implement 
the Reading Apprenticeship 
through two phases.  First would 
be a one-day campus workshop, 
training a core multidisciplinary 
group of 40 faculty members who 
will implement RA and meet as a 
faculty group once a month to 
share their knowledge and experi-
ence across the campus.  Next 
phase will be to grow this core and 
share knowledge and experience 
within their departments and track  

how Reading Apprenticeship impacts 
student retention and completion 
rates. 
Mission has a multi-disciplinary group 
of instructors and campus leaders 
who have expressed their strong inter-
est in attending the introductory 
workshop, infusing RA Framework 
into their classrooms and sharing 
their knowledge with their colleagues. 

 

The Santa Clara Weekly Newspa-
per has an article this week on 
Mission Collegeôs  Best of the Best 
ñMagical Mission College Eventò, 
written by Melissa McKenzie, that 
praises the Hospitality Management 
Program and the culinary magic of 
Mission College student volunteer 
organizers.   
 
Ms. McKenzie writes that ñStudent 
Volunteer Organizers, Colin Boyles 
and Carlos de la Torre created a 
menu and executed it to perfection 
at the schoolôs annual event (and 
fundraiser) showcasing its culinary 

arts program.ò   
 
(Pictured at left) 
 
ñWe wanted to 
do more of a 
gourmet menu, 
we told Chef 

Haze that we wanted to step out of 
the box and not do anything simple,ò 
said de la Torre.    
 
The usual fare turned in to some-
thing special, such as teriyaki chicken 
skewers with tequila ancho chili 
glaze, vegetarian empanadaôs filled 
with miso glazed tofu, asparagus and 
shitake mushrooms.   
ñWe didnôt want to leave anyone 
outðor any type of dietary re-
striction,ò added Boyles. 

 
ñWe found rec-
ipes ... and fit 
them to what we 
wanted to do,ò 
said Boyles.  
 
The menu was 
creative, exciting 
and   the   wide  
array of dishes 
were delicious! 

Phil Ackerly, Theron Schaub, Josh 
Logal, Kim Silverman and John 
Jones from the Society of American 
Magicians performed close-up magic 
tricks that amazed and delighted 
guests.  A full performance by Acker-
ly plus dessert was held in the Don 
and Lorraine Freeburg Hospitality 
Management Bistro.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The menu and event was well-
received and Boyles, de la Torre and 
Jorge Pena (who ran the grill during 
The Magic of Mission) are already 
considering organizing next yearôs 
Best of the Best!  
 

(More photos pg. 5) 

 

Economic Development and Sustainability ñECO Fair and 

Earth Day Celebration April 18, 2013 ñPhotos  
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M ission College is new to Read-
ing Apprenticeship, and this 
program is exactly ñon timeò to 
meet our need for meaningful, 
effective, embedded professional 
development, particularly towards 
our students with basic skills 
needs who have shown vulnera-
bilities in the areas of reading.  
This is especially true of our 
Asian American and Pacific Is-
lander (AAPI) population who 
make up 53% of Mission Col-
legeôs 10,000 plus students. 
MC Student Success Task Force 
discovered the Reading Appren-
ticeship Project Campus Team 
Scholarship and our excited cross-

Thank you to the Sustainability Committee!

Great Job! 
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literacy.ò  The students describe 
high school and colleges images in 
textbooks so 
that people 
can access 
every portion 
of a book 
when it is 
being read to 
them through 
the technolo-
gy.  Two stu-
dents at MC Middle College cur-
rently access the assistive technolo-
gy through a Bookshare account. 

Mission Collegeôs Middle College is 
a high school program jointly ad-

ministered by 
the Santa 
Clara Uni-
fied School 
District and 
Mission Col-
lege.  Mr. 
Yudin met 
with current 
users of 

Bookshare,  and   Middle College 
Program Directors, Dan Sanidad, 
Jennifer Jolliff and Sara Smith.  

K-12 & Higher Education Articulation and Partnership ñMichael Yudin, 

Acting Assistant Secretary, OSEP, U.S. Dept. of Education at Mission College  

Student Learning, Completion and Institutional Accountability ñ  STEM 

Learning Center ñby Jessica Shillings     

Shape the 

academic 

program to 

emphasize 

student learning 

and foster 

instructional 

excellence.  
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Promote Academic Success 

and Create an Environment of 

Full Enfranchisement of  

Students 

 

¶ Tutoring in STEM subjects, 
chemistry and physics. 

¶ Chem Draw software is availa-
ble for students to use to meet 
Organic Chemistry assign-
ments. 

¶ Students can use the area for 
quiet study and to make ap-
pointments with Kent Gomes, 
STEM / Transfer Counselor 
and other STEM faculty offices. 

¶ MentorNet is also available as 
an online E-mentoring program 
that connects students with 
professional mentors in the 
STEM fields. 

In addition to these services, we held  

Leadership and Professional Development ñ Michael S. Malone, Mission 

College Commencement Speaker, May 24, 2013 ñ36th Annual Commencement  

panel discussions featuring three 
noted STEM professionals in the 
first in a series of STEM career 
speaker events in May. 
 
Staff, faculty and students are wel-
come to reserve the STEM Learn-
ing Center on a limited basis for 
meetings and events.   
 
MESA Tutoring Hours at the 
STEM Learning Center are M-W 2 
to 4 pm and T-Th 10 am to 12 pm. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you 
have any questions:   

(408) 855-5261 

On, Thursday, May 9  Mission 
College Middle College had a visit 
from Michael Yudin, the Acting 
Assistant of the Office of Special 
Education Programs (OSEP) with 
the U.S. Department of Education.   
The purpose of Mr. Yudinôs visit 
was to discuss how assistive technol-
ogy, specifically Bookshare, enhanc-
es learning for students. 

Middle College is involved in Mr. 
Yudinôs visit because MC students 
have chosen 2012-13 as a ñyear of 

 

As the new STEM/Transfer Pro-
gram Coordinator for the STEM 
Learning Center, located on the 
first floor of the Science Building 
(SC1-131), Iôd like to introduce 
myself to you and make you aware 
of the services we are providing for 
the students for the remainder of 
the Spring Semester , plus give you 
an idea about the new services and 
activities for the students in the Fall. 
 
This brand new center was funded 
by the AANAPISI Part F grant and 
the Mission College Math / Science 
Division.  Services currently availa-
ble include:   

M ission College is proud to announce that Michael S. Malone will 
be Mission Collegeôs 36th Annual Graduating Cass Commencement 
Featured Speaker on Friday, May 24, 2013.  Mr. Malone is an Ameri-
can author, columnist, editor, investor, business-man, television pro-
ducer and has been the host of several shows on PBS.  Currently he 
is a columnist for ABC News, an op-ed contributor for the Wall 
Street Journal, a contributing editor to Wired, and editor-in-chief of 
Edgelings.com, a website focused on business and technology news in 
Silicon Valley. 

 
Mr. Malone is the author of 15 books covering the world of business 
and technology, including Infinite Loop:  How Apple, the Worldôs Most 
Insanely Great Computer Company, Went Insane.  He graduated from 
Santa Clara University in 1977 with an MBA in Business, Media, 
Computer Technology , Law and Politics. 
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On more and more college campus-
es, TV monitors are becoming the 
device of choice for notifying stu-
dents of calendars, deadlines, special 
events and news.  The same is true 
of Mission College, but to a limited 
degree.  With five plasma screens:  
three in the main building, one in 
the campus center, and one in the 
hospitality management building, we 
have been doing an OK job of mes-
saging students.  However, the com-
puters that drive the message on the 
plasma screens are old, and the pro-
cess for updating them is very time 
consuming and convoluted.  We are  

TECHNOLOGYñ  TV Monitors On CampusñCustomizable Digital Signage Softwareñ 

by Peter Anning 

Comprehensive 

Student Services:   

Promote academic 

success and create 

dynamic, innovative  
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Collegeôs student 

population and 

community. 
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Enhance the Institu-

tional Planning Pro-
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educational, financial, 

physical and human 

resources planning to 

improve programs and 

services 

only able to run PowerPoint slides.  
We have known for a long time 
that we could do better. 

With the new replacement build-
ing being constructed and looking 
toward the future and the need to 
message students, faculty and cam-
pus guests, 13 new flat screen mon-
itors will be wired to locations on 
all three floors.  A technology 
group has met with staff from the 
Marketing Department to review 
capabilities and features of screen 
content companies.  The clear 
winner of this research is Scalað 
Customizable Digital Signage Soft-
ware. 

With Scala we will be able to de-
centralize input to the various televi-
sion monitors on campus, but retain 
centralized approval for postings.  It 
is a web-based application and can be 
controlled, updated and configured 
remotely.  Scala will even interface 
with the five existing plasma screen 
monitors, as well as the LED Mar-
quee sign in Hunter Circle. 

There is much more to share about 
this exciting developmentðStay 
tuned, or watch a monitor on cam-
pus for more information! 

 

 

We are proud to shine this monthôs spotlight on Dr. Danny Nguyen, our cur-
rent Dean of Science, Engineering, and Mathematics, which includes support 
for Health Occupations and Kinesiology.   

Danny earned his Doctorate of Pharmacy from the University of Southern Cali-
fornia, and initially began working with Mission as part of the Pharmacy Tech-
nician program.  He joined Mission College full time as the Director of Com-
munity Education seven years ago, and although he has experienced a great deal 
of change over these years, one thing has not changed:  his tremendous leader-
ship and dedication to Mission College. 

Danny brings to Mission over ten years of experience in higher education, rang-
ing across pretty much every component of the college, including instruction, 
program development, grant writing and grants management, strategic plan-
ning,  and so much more.   

Along with the wide breadth of experience, Danny demonstrates tremendous 
skills in communication, budget oversight, and project management.  Most 

significantly, however, Danny is the definition of a team player.  Danny always brings people together to talk 
through and identify the best approach to any situation, and commands the greatest respect of his colleagues 
because he is never hesitant to roll up his sleeves to get something done.  Whether itôs working on writing a new 
grant, as he recently took lead for, or developing exciting new initiatives with faculty, like our Honors Program or 
new STEM initiatives, Danny is always an active leader for any team project. 

When not at Mission, Danny enjoys spending time with his family, tickling the ivory keys of a piano, or getting 
outdoors for mountain biking. 

Congratulations, Danny! 

 

 

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHTñApril 2013 ñ DANNY NGUYEN, Dean of  

Science, Engineering, Math and Health Occupations and Kinesiology  

Mission College 

36th Annual 

Commencement 

Friday, May 24, 

2013 

MC Gymnasium 


