
 
 

 

Citing Sources: APA Style

This handout contains examples of APA Style (7th edition) which was developed by the American Psychological 
Association. Be sure to follow the punctuation and formatting exactly as shown. For more information, refer to the 
Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association - 7th Edition. 

THE REFERENCES LIST 
All sources cited in a paper are listed on a separate page with the heading References (centered and bolded). This page 
follows the last page of your paper, and should be numbered. 

Each source is listed alphabetically by the last name of the author or editor, or by the first substantive word of the title if 
there is no author or editor. (Disregard articles “A”, “An” and “The”.) Double-space all reference list entries and use a 
hanging indent (first line of each entry flush left and subsequent lines indented). 

There are generally four parts to a citation: author, date, title, and source. The same citations style can be used to create 
a reference for both the print and online version of a work. 

Use only the first initial for author’s first and middle names. Capitalize only the first word of the title and of the subtitle, if 
any, and proper nouns. Publication dates are put in parentheses. Do not abbreviate dates (January, not Jan.).  If you are 
citing a work with no date, use n.d. in the parentheses: (n.d.). If a work had a DOI include it. If using a DOI or URL, do not 
put a period at the end of the citation. 

BOOKS 
Basic format: Author last name, A. A. (Year of publication). Title of work: Capital letter also for subtitle. Publisher Name.  

Davis, F. B. (1978). Apes and sign language. University of Chicago Press. 

For a book that has a DOI or URL, do not put a period at the end of the citation: 

Brown, L. S (2018). Feminist therapy (2nd ed.). American Psychology Association. https://doi.org/10.1037/0000092-

000 

For a book that is a chapter in an edited book or a multi-volume anthology (collection) with signed articles or chapters and 
an editor or editors, start with the article author, then the publication date, then the article title, then the information about 
the book itself. Note that the word “In” precedes the editor’s name (or names) and the specialized role goes in 
parentheses (Eds.): 

Li, S. C. & Li, K. Z. (2000). Aging and intelligence. In W. E. Craighead & C. B. Nemeroff (Eds.), The Corsini 

encyclopedia of psychology and behavioral science (Vol. 1, pp. 51-54). Wiley. 

PERIODCIAL ARTICLES 
Basic format: Author last name, A. A., Author last name, B. B., & Author last name, C. C. (Year). Title of article. Title of 
Periodical, volume number(issue number), pages. https://doi.org/xx.xxx/yyyy 

Do not include the database information for works obtained from library research databases or platforms: 

Lucas, B. (2006). Judgment and decision making in advanced orthopaedic nursing practice related to chronic knee 

pain. Journal of Orthopaedic Nursing,10(4), 206-216. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.joon.2006.10.001 

For monthly magazines, include the month with the year: 

Caputo, R. (1993, August). Tragedy stalks the Horn of Africa. National Geographic, 184(8), 88-121. 
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For a newspaper article, give the complete date: 

Goleman, D. (1993, July 13). New treatments for autism arouse hope and skepticism. The New York Times, pp. C1. 

For an online periodical website (not a library database) that does not have a DOI, include the URL: 

Giaimo, C. (2020, June 26). How bees avoid bumping into nature's obstacle course. New York Times. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/26/science/bees-obstacles-

collisions.html?action=click&module=Well&pgtype=Homepage&section=Science 

WEB PAGES 
Format: Author [person or organization]. (Year, Month Date). Title of page. Site name. URL 

Do not put a period at the end of the URL. 

World Health Organization. (2018, March). Questions and answers on immunization and vaccine safety. 

https://www.who.int/features/qa/84/en/ 

If the web page does not have a date, use n.d. and include the date accessed. Use “Retrieved date, from” preceding the 
URL when including the date accessed. 

U.S. Census Bureau. (n.d.). U.S. and world population clock. U.S. Department of Commerce. Retrieved July 3, 2019, from 

https://www.census.gov/popclock 

IN-TEXT CITATIONS 
APA style uses in-text citations to refer the reader to the specific item in the “References” list. APA requires that the in-text 
citations be placed in parenthetical references within the body of a paper (following the specific part of the text to which 
they apply) if the citation information is not referenced in the text.  

Place the parenthetical reference before the period. Use the author’s last name followed by the year of publication. Use a 
comma after the author’s name. If there is no author, use the title or beginning of the title in quotes. Note that the comma 
is inside the quotes. When citing a specific quote or summarized information, include the page number or page numbers. 
Note that a “p” followed by a period is used for a single page number, and “pp” followed by a period is used for more than 
one page number. 

 

Citing a book or article: (Waller, 2001). 

Citing a source with two authors: (Patterson & Linden, 1981). 

Citing a source with three or more authors: (Martin et al., 2020) 

Citing a specific quote: (French, 1963, p. 25). 

Citing a specific quote from a web page:  (Brown, 2001, para. 3). 

Citing a source with no author: (“Virginia Declaration,” 1776). 
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