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Every important journey requires careful preparation. Your adjustment during 
the first semester of college can have a major impact on the remainder of your 
college experience. In general, students who attend college orientation pro-
grams are better prepared academically to start their first semester of college. 
They also have an advantage because they are able to acclimate themselves 
to their new campus community before classes begin.

Orientation is loaded with information that you need to know, including stu-
dent services designed to help you succeed, campus policies, and academic 
requirements for graduation and transfer to a University. You’ll gain tips on 
how to study more effectively; you will become familiar with the campus fa-
cilities and staff, and get assistance with focusing your ultimate college goals 
and life plan. In many colleges, after taking an orientation class, you will also 
be given a slight registration priority advantage.

At Mission College, orientation can be taken on campus, or   at Santa Clara 
High School (two March 2013 sessions available) or online.

For more information about Orientation (dates, etc.) please visit: 

http://www.missioncollege.edu/depts/coun/orient.html 
or contact the Welcome Center at:  
mc.welcomecenter@wvm.edu 
Main Building Room SE-101 (first floor, main lobby) 
phone: 408.855.5083

I want to attend 

College but I don’t know 

how to get started. 

Get all the answers 

you need by enrolling  

in an Orientation class!

http://www.missioncollege.edu
http://www.missioncollege.edu/depts/coun/orient.html
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Transcripts:
Taking a Mission College course as a concurrent enrollment student 
does not mean that your grades and credits automatically transfer to 
your home high school. You must request a transcript at Mission and 
then bring an official copy to your registrar in order to get your credit. 
In SCUSD, your high school will grant you 3.5 times the amount of 
college credits for the class you take on high school transcripts. For 
example, taking Sociology 1 would provide a student with 3 college 
units and 10.5 high school units. But, this would only happen if you 
bring a transcript to your high school to get it added.

There are two ways to request a transcript, two kinds of transcripts, 
and three prices, depending which you need and when you want it. 

A transcript request form can be found on the Mission College web-
site at: 

http://www.missioncollege.org/admissions/transcript.html

Or, you can come on to the college campus and get a request form 
from the Admissions and Records office, room E1-501

There is an official transcript and an unofficial transcript. 

An official transcript costs $6.00 and is sent to you in a sealed enve-
lope. It must be delivered to whoever is requesting it without being 
opened. These are most often required with college applications. 

An unofficial transcript can be printed from the college’s MyWebSer-
vices for free. Log into your account, select My Personal & Academic 
Info., and then select Unofficial Transcript. You can print the transcript 
from your computer, or, you can submit a transcript request and pay 
$2.00 to have one printed and sent to you from Mission College. Tran-
script requests can be submitted by email, fax or hand-delivered.

Email transcript requests to: AskMC@wvm.edu

Fax transcript request to: 408.855.8980

Official and unofficial transcripts are processed and mailed within ten 
working days. Your first two transcript requests, whether official or 
unofficial, will be processed for free. If you are running late and need a 
“rush” order, you can pay $20.00 and have a transcript handed to you 
in about 15 minutes.

Important Information For Students Taking Concurrent Enrollment Classes

http://www.missioncollege.edu
http://www.missioncollege.org/admissions/transcript.html
mailto:AskMC@wvm.edu
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Textbooks:
Why high school students need to buy or rent books when attending 
a college class.

While you are taking classes in elementary, middle and high school, 
your books are provided by the school district and state because your 
attendance is compulsory — you have to go, and so they give you the 
texts you need.

But when you attend a community college or university, it is some-
thing you have chosen to do, so you must acquire books on your own. 
Luckily, there is more than one way to go about this.

You have two options for acquiring textbooks for your Mission College 
classes — you can either buy your book outright, or rent it through the 
Barnes & Noble bookstore on campus. If you buy the book, it’s yours 
to keep and mark up any way you like. If the same text will be used 
by the instructor/department the following term and you decide you 
want to sell it back, the bookstore will buy it back, but it MUST be in 
re-saleable condition; that is, no excessive highlighting and writing, 
no tears and no liquid damage. If you bought the book new and it is 
in good condition, you’ll get a buy-back price that’s 1/2 the price you 
paid. Similarly, if you bought your textbook used, and it is in good 
condition, you’ll get a buy-back price that is 1/2 the used book price 
you paid. 

If you are taking one of the Mission Classes offered at Santa Clara 
High School, there is also a book on reserve for your class at your high 
school, Wilcox or Santa Clara. “On reserve” means that you can look 
at the book while you are in the library, but you may not check it out. 

If you take good care of your textbooks and would like to save even 
more money up-front, you have the option to rent your book for the 
entire semester, at a cost that is 1/2 the new book list price. A valid 
credit card is required for renting books but you can pay with other 
forms of payment for the rental. You must be 18 years of age to sign 
the rental agreement. At the end of the semester, return the book in 
excellent condition and you are done. If the book is marked up or torn, 
your credit card will be charged for the full price of the book and it will 
be given back to you as if you had originally purchased it. You can 
also order textbooks from Barnes & Noble Collegiate at: 

http://mc.bncollege.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/BNCB
HomePage?storeId=34051&catalogId=10001&langId=-1

Lastly, you can also look for textbooks online using various websites, 
like Craigslist, half.com, Amazon.com and others. Remember, though, 
that with online purchases, you have to wait a few days to get the book 
shipped and into your hands. Order early so that you do not miss any 
early reading assignments. 

Important Information For Students Taking Concurrent Enrollment Classes

http://www.missioncollege.edu
http://mc.bncollege.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/BNCBHomePage?storeId=34051&catalogId=10001&langId=-1
http://mc.bncollege.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/BNCBHomePage?storeId=34051&catalogId=10001&langId=-1
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What are placement tests?
A Placement Test is a tool to measure academic preparedness and 
level. It guides students to understand where their academic starting 
point is, and helps place students into classes that are appropriate for 
their level of experience and knowledge — not too easy and not too 
difficult, but appropriately rigorous with likely success. Additionally, 
placement tests help Colleges & Universities determine which classes 
are in higher, or lower, demand according to their students’ needs. All 
colleges and universities require placement tests.

Mission College tests for English, Reading, ESL (English as a Second  
Language), Math and Information Competency. If you’re curious, 
check out Mission College’s sample questions at:

http://missioncollege.edu/student_services/assess/prac-
tice.html

While many prospective students come on to the Mission College 
campus to take their computer-based placement tests, the college’s 
testing technician also comes out frequently to each high school with-
in Santa Clara. Check with your Career Counselor to get the placement 
test schedule for your campus. 

Students are encouraged to study before taking the Placement Tests, 
and it is true that students are allowed to take the Placement Tests two 
(2) times in a 365 day period, with the following restrictions:

• Once a student starts their English or ESL classes, they are no  
longer allowed to take a placement test for either subject,

• The Information Competency placement test is only required if a 
student wants to challenge taking this one-unit class. 

More information about placement tests can also be found at the above 
website, including schedules, resources, outcome assessments and 
Frequently Asked Questions.

http://www.missioncollege.edu
http://missioncollege.edu/student_services/assess/practice.html
http://missioncollege.edu/student_services/assess/practice.html


College News •  H e l p f u l  C o l l e g e  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  Miss ion College  •  F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 3

There are many sources of free money. Mission College’s Financial Aid staff regularly 
presents information at high schools (invite us and we will come!) on how to access as 
much free money for which you may be eligible. It starts with the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), which can be accessed at www.fafsa.gov. With this one ap-
plication, you are applying for federal grants, state grants, federal work study (must be 
earned), and federal loans (must be paid back). It is crucial that you complete a FAFSA 
if you have any plans to attend college. If offered, you are not required to accept any of 
these funds but why would you refuse free money in the form of grants? In addition to the 
FAFSA, you can also Google “scholarship resources for entering college students.” One 
caution when doing this is if someone is asking you to pay to apply for a scholarship, it 
is typically not a reliable scholarship source. Most, if not all, scholarship applications do 
not require any fee. For a few hours of your time and effort, you can make hundreds and 

sometimes thousands of dollars to apply towards your college costs.

Let your parents know that they, and you, should complete the FAFSA whether they 
think they qualify for federal assistance or not – it can’t hurt and it doesn’t cost 
anything but a little time and effort.

In a future newsletter, we will announce dates and times for general financial aid 
application presentations as well as specialty FAFSA workshops. We hope to 
see you and your parents at one of them!

Check out these online articles for more information and planning guidance 
for financing your college education:

Kiplinger’s:  
http://www.kiplinger.com/slideshow/7-smart-ways-to-pay-for-college/1.html

Smart Money:  
https://www.usaa.com/inet/pages/advice_paying_for_college_today

FREE
MONEY*
is BEST

*Money that you 
do not have to work 

for or borrow!

http://www.missioncollege.edu
http://www.kiplinger.com/slideshow/7-smart-ways-to-pay-for-college/1.html
https://www.usaa.com/inet/pages/advice_paying_for_college_today
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Meet Shella Simmons 
Shella attended Mission College from 1997–2001, then 

transferred to San Jose State University where she earned 

her Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree in 2006. She 

passed the state licensing Board exams the same sum-

mer and started working at O’Connor Hospital just two 

months after that. Shella was a member of MESA (Math, 

Engineering, Science Achievement) at Mission where she 

received the support and encouragement to pursue her 

dreams. She continues to work in the Emergency Depart-

ment at O’Connor Hospital and says she is “Glad that  

I chose this profession. I can’t imagine doing anything 

else!” and goes on to share that life is good.

http://www.missioncollege.edu
http://www.missioncollege.edu

