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Mission College (MC) is one of two, 2-year colleges in the West Valley-Mission Community 
College District. The college is located in the heart of the high tech industry in Silicon Valley, 
but job opportunities have been severely limited for its Hispanic and low-income students who 
come from the diverse surrounding neighborhoods characterized by poverty, high HS school 
dropout rates, and a low-skilled workforce. As a newly recognized Hispanic-serving institution, 
the college is challenged to provide much needed services for a rapidly growing Hispanic student 
population. In fall, 2015, Mission enrolled 8,607 students, one fourth of whom were Hispanic 
and nearly one-third of whom were identified as low-socioeconomic.  

 

Proposed Project:  STEMlink provides a blueprint for increasing the number of Hispanic and low-
income students attaining STEM degrees.  Proposed project services include: I. Linkages to create 
seamless STEM pathways: HS visitations/workshops and information sessions for students and parents, 
identification and follow up with HS students, MC College tours, development of articulated STEM 
pathways from high school to MC; summer STEM camp; STEM events. Transfer Alliance with CSU East 
Bay/development of articulated STEM pathways to university, University Peer Mentors, University 
orientation II. Strengthening Student Support Services STEM Career Roadmaps, STEM Career Fair, 
STEM Counselor/STEM Completion Coach, Peer Navigators, Financial Aid workshops and text message 
reminders to complete FAFSA III. Strengthen Academic and Learning Support Services, New math 
lab/math tutors, acceleration of developmental math sequence; curricular review; evidence-based 
instructional strategies; required Supplemental Instruction, 4 faculty learning communities:  Embedding 
Research in the Science Curriculum. Culturally Relevant Teaching and Learning Strategies; Getting to 
know our Hispanic Students; Math Faculty Learning Community IV. Linking Hispanic and low-income 
students to industry. Job Shadowing, e-mentoring, 14th year internships, Summer research projects 
WWC research: Required Supplemental Instruction in Pre-calculus and General Chemistry. 
 
University Partnership MC and California State University East Bay (CSU East Bay) continue 
to forge a strong partnership focused on successful student transfer and increasing Hispanic 
STEM transfer rates. Through the creation of a Transfer Alliance they will bring students, 
parents, transfer counselors and staff, and faculty together to strengthen the transfer process and 
create opportunities for university/community college faculty communication. 
 

Strong management, evaluation and research components reinforce likelihood for success. 
 
Competitive Preference Priority: A study that utilized two-way text messaging to increase FAFSA 
renewal and college persistence of first-year students through their sophomore year was used as the basis 
for the similar practice proposed in this project. This study meets the WWC threshold for moderate level 
of effectiveness without reservation. 
Selected Study and Link: Castleman, B. L., & Page, L. C. (2014). Freshman year financial aid nudges: 
An experiment to increase FAFSA renewal and college persistence (EdPolicyWorks Working Paper 
Series No. 29). Charlottesville, VA: EdPolicyWorks  
http://curry.virginia.edu/uploads/resourceLibrary/29_Freshman_Year_Financial_Aid_Nudges.pdf 

mailto:leandra.martin@wvm.edu

